
 

 
November 15, 2010 
 
 
Dear Legislator, 
 
Attached please find a memo from Dr. John Lewis, noted economist and director of the Regional 
Development Institute at Northern Illinois University, discrediting STOP’s claims that the Taylorville 
Energy Center [TEC] will cost Illinois jobs.  In short, Professor Lewis concludes that their methodology 
was faulty and their conclusions invalid: 
 

 “These problems invalidate the conclusion that the Taylorville facility will drive 15,000 to 
35,000 jobs out of Illinois.” 

 
The two key problems Professor Lewis points to are simple to understand: 
 

 ISLAND ILLINOIS:  The “central premise” of STOP’s claimed job losses is that Illinois is an 
Island and that only Illinois, but none of its neighbors, will incur higher energy costs complying 
with new environmental regulations.   Since Indiana has already approved a 16% rate 
increase to build its coal gasification facility (ours is projected at less than 2% for residential 
customers), this is obviously absurd. 

 
 ECON 101:  STOP ignored the effect of increase supply on the market. Specifically, “adding to 

the supply of electric power generated in Illinois [with TEC] will…result in lower rates …”  
 
Unfortunately, STOP’s job loss claims are the latest in a long line of distortions and outright untruths.   
 
Tenaska stands ready to invest $3.5 billion in the Illinois economy by developing the Taylorville 
Energy Center clean coal plant.  We and a diverse coalition of labor, business and environmental 
supporters have come together to support a project that will help not just central Illinois, but the entire 
Illinois economy.   
 
As you consider this legislation, ask yourself one question:  Why do Exelon/ComEd, Constellation 
(like Exelon, one of the nation’s largest Nuclear generators) and the lobbying groups that make up 
STOP oppose this legislation so strenuously while the state’s leading consumer advocates support it? 
 
Over the coming days, we look forward to having a fact-based discussion about the energy challenges 
facing Illinois.  
 
Let’s put Illinois to work! 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Barton D. Ford, Vice President 






